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Favorable action on the merits is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted 
for Applicant, 



JJM:da 

70479.1 




John Jam^s^McGlew 

istration No. 31,903 
McGLEW AND TUTTLE, P.C. 



Enclosed: Version of Claims Showing Changes 

DATED: March 14, 2002 

SCARBOROUGH STATION 
SCARBOROUGH, NEW YORK 10510-0827 
(914) 941-5600 

SHOULD ANY OTHER FEE BE REQUIRED, THE PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
IS HEREBY REQUESTED TO CHARGE SUCH FEE TO OUR DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 13- 
0410. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS CORRESPONDENCE IS BEING DEPOSITED WITH 
THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE AS EXPRESS MAIL IN AN ENVELOPE 
ADDRESSED TO: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS, 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231, NO.: EV071195910US 

McGLEW AND TUTTLE, P.C. 

SCARBOROUGH STATION, SCARBOROUGH, NY 10510-0827 



BY: 



. DATE: March 14. 2002 
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Version of Claims Showing Changes 

3. (AMENDED) T he method according to Claim 1 [ or 2] , in which said identification 
code is placed on the corresponding container in a machine readable format. 

4. (AMENDED) The method according to Claim l [,2or3] , in which said identification 
code is placed on the corresponding container at the time of the production or packaging of the 
container. 

5. (AMENDED) The method according to Claim 1 [, 2, 3 o r 4] , in which said patient 
code is placed on a medium in a machine-readable format. 

6. (AMENDED) The method according to ClaimfsJ 3 [ and 5 at least] , in which the 
combination of the patient code with the identification code is generated by the sequential 
reading by an automatic reading instrument of the patient code and the identification code, or 
vice versa. 

7. (AMENDED) The method according to [one or more of ] Claimfs} l [to 6] , in whichf 
±6} said patient code and said identification code are reproduced as bar codes and are optically 
read to produce said combination. 

8. (AMENDED) The method according to [one or more of J Claimfsf l [to 7] , in which 
said patient code is generated by a central computer of said data processing system; the 
combination of the patient code with the identification code is carried out by means of a unit 
of said data processing system other than said central computer; and the result of the analysis, 
associated with the patient code, is sent to said central computer. 

9. (AMENDED) The method according to [one or more of ] Claimfsi l [to 7] , in which 
said patient code is generated by a central computer of said data processing system; the 
combination of the patient code with the identification code is carried out by means of a unit 
of said data processing system other than said central computer; and the result of the analysis, 
associated with the identification code of the containers, is sent to said central computer, the 
central computer being programmed to associate with the result of the analysis the data relating 
to the patient to whom said result relates. 

15. (AMENDED) The container according to Claim 13 [ or 14] , characterized in that 
said identification code is a bar code. 

16. (AMENDED) The container according to Claim 13 [, 14orl5] , characterized in that 
it includes means for determining an expiry date. 
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19. (AMENDED) The set of containers according to Claim 17 [ o r 18] , characterized 
in that said identification code is a bar code. 

20. (AMENDED) The set of containers according to Claim 17 [, 18 o r 1 9 ] , characterized 
in that each container is provided with means for determining an expiry date.f 
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